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Abstract:  

Inspired by and inspiring transdisciplinary dialogues across Design, Development, Heritage, 
Sustainability and Tourism Studies, and calling for ‘critical imagination’ (Watson and Waterton, 
2013), this session explores the complex interplays between planned and unplanned heritage 
spaces. New heritage locations including social media groupings, spontaneous memorialisations and 
diasporic engagements manifest as ‘loose places’ emerging through the performances of people 
‘with or without official sanction’ (see Franck and Stevens, 2006).  
  

These performances include designating aspects of culture as ‘heritage’; plucked from the everyday 
into co-curation through, for example: website albums, festivals, cross-migratory home-making, 
found locations. Resonant with the ‘doing, reacting, feeling and understanding’ through which 
heritage is created (Smith and Waterton, 2009), such performances reveal both borders and 
transgressions concerning ownership and authorization. Heritage is flexible to multivariate 
interpretations (Lowenthal, 1998), and the malleability of unplanned heritage spaces infers an 
especially charged agency for building or dissolving walls between identities, sustainability and 
future heritage 'spaces'. Negotiations of shared authority, polyvocality, instrumentalisation and 
representation are performed, revealing or transgressing frontiers in communication; including 
between top-down and bottom-up heritage space-making. Research and practice in and between 
planned/unplanned spaces can offer insights into the ways that the aims or interests of international 
‘safeguarding’, policy makers and/or communities may inhibit, construct, colonise or nurture 
planned and unplanned heritage agency.  
  

An indicative but not exhaustive list of questions for papers considered in this panel are:  

Does the ‘unplanned’ nature of spontaneous heritage performances have implications for 
sustainability?  

How might safeguarding unplanned heritage spaces constrain cultural vitality?  

How are enactment and/or re-enchantment performed in heritage planning and ‘unplanning’?  

Who exercises the power to name heritage space as ‘planned’ or ‘unplanned’? Are these spaces 
defined and participated in by divergent groups and individuals?  

How might unplanned heritage spaces manifest new identity walls or doorways across languages, 
genders, nationalities, socio-economics, etc.? 
 

For further information see: http://www.2018achs.com/#/session/paperDraft  and next page 
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